Severe tetanus complicating an open femoral fracture successfully managed using intrathecal human tetanus immunoglobulin and external fixation.
We report here a case of severe tetanus, complicating a compound fracture of the femur, successfully managed without intensive care facilities, using intravenous sedation and intrathecal Human Tetanus Immunoglobulin (HTI). Substitution of conventional traction (Transtibial Steinman Pin and Thomas Splint) for a Day Frame External Fixation Device (EFD) provided excellent fixation and stability of the fracture in spite of severe tetanic spasms.